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In view of the foregoing facts following three options to block objectionable movie were
discussed:

a) Bar all access to YouTube (the status quo)

b) A solution, as proposed by the private sector technical experts, which bars YouTube
access on https platform while keeping access on the http platform. On the http platform,
access to the objectionable video would be blocked by continuous and rigorous
monitoring of YouTube for the purpose of identifying http URLs containing objectionable
video for blocking. However, blocking https access to YouTube will result in
compromising important aspects of YouTube usage such as creation and uploading of
local content. As such, this option only offers a partial solution. Finally, the technical
solution will take some time to (levelop on a national scale.

c) Display of 'Interstitial warnings' on the pages containing the objectionable video. This
requires PTA to continue monitoring and surveillance for flagging known copies of the
objectionable video and communicate to Google for displaying such warnings on those
copies, with the possibility of certain "unflagged" copies of the objectionable video still
being available on YouTube. Even "flagged" copies are not "blocked" as such.

Keeping within the court mandated topic of technical solutions for "blocking" there was a
consensus among the group of Technical Experts and technical staff of PTA and MoIT that,
currently, 100% blocking of the objectionable video is not possible owing to the nature of the
internet and the https protocol through which access to copies of the objectionable movie on
YouTube was happening. Blocking can only be done on "best effort basis".

Notwithstan~ing the options discussed above, MoIT and PTA will continue to engage with
Google for having a localized version of the YouTube website. For this purpose, Federal
Government will expedite the passage of the Cyber Crimes Bill which provides Intermediary
Liability Protection, a pre-requisite for enabling a localized version of YouTube for Pakistan.

The private sector technical experts are also separately submitting a report that addresses the
three options discussed above in more detail and present their specific recommendations.

Salman Akhtar
CEO, Techlogix

Pakistan

W~lm~
~taJ us Slraj

CE ,Nayatel

~.

assa~ussain
Member Telecom
Ministry of IT

-5"f~~
Dr. Jyed I:mail Shah
Chairman Pakistan
Telecommunication

Authori


